
Correspondence  is  in  general 
an essential key to research in 
many  aspects.  Tat  is  why 
around the world so much ef-
fort goes into editing corpora 
of  leters.  A  problem  is  that 
most  of  the  available  edited 
correspondence is still impris-
oned  between  cover  boards 
and thus may stay hidden for 
the  researchers  area  of  inter-
est. 

A complete retrospective digi-
tization  of  a  (critical)  edition 
with OCR sofware basically is 

 cost-intensive
 time-consuming
 prohibited by copyright 
laws

 ofen of poor uuality
 nonsemantic.

And even then, it is highly un-
likely, that it is to be found.

But the pure metadata for the 
edited  correspondence  how-
ever is not directly subject to 
copyright  restrictions.  And 
with  the  relatively  new  ele-
ments  for correspondence 
description, introduced in the 
TEI Guidelines in April 2015, it 
is  now  easily  possible  to 
encode  this  correspondence 
metadata in a fully structured 
and standardized TEI  fle.  On 
this basis, it is possible to cre-
ate a so-called  semantic mini-
mal  retrospective  digitization,  
which  only  assembles  the 

metadata  from a  printed  edi-
tion  in  a  digital  index,  en-
riched  with  authority  control 
data, that is both, human-read-
able  and  machine-readable. 
Tat  in  turn  makes  this  data 
interchangeable and thus eas-
ily  searchable  with  external 
services like correspSearch.net. 

For larger corpora it is not rec-
ommendable to try to compile 
a  suitable  XML index  fle  by 
hand.  A  possible  work  fow 
that  is  way  uuicker  and  less 
prone to errors could be to en-
ter the data in a simple table, 
which  then  gets  converted 
into  the  desired  Correspon-
dence  Metadata  Interchange  
format with  appropriate  tools 
like CSV2CMI. 

Nevertheless, it reuuires some 
efort. So by whom should this 
work  be  done?  Libraries  as 
information  retrieval  experts 
in the digital age come to mind 
frst.  Or  scholars  who  e. g. 
have  to  work  with  scatered 
leters. 
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